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POKERSTARS ANNOUNCES LAPT SEASON 4

PokerStars.net is pleased to announce initial details of the fourth season of the Latin American Poker Tour, set to begin in February, 2011 in the exciting city of Sao Paolo, Brazil. The LAPT’s fourth season features five events so far, covering Brazil, Peru and Argentina, along with two National Championships in Chile and Colombia. Full details can be found at www.lapt.com/tournaments 
The first highlight of the fourth season is the new event in Sao Paulo, the largest city in the Southern Hemisphere. The LAPT Sao Paolo Poker Festival will feature a R$ 5,000 buy-in (approx $3,000 USD) Main Event, along with numerous Side Events, and be played at the city’s biggest and most luxurious convention space: The World Trade Center.

”Through the Secretary of Sports, and on behalf of the Prefeitura do Sao Paulo, we would like to confirm our commitment to putting all our efforts to the success of the Latin American Poker Tour to take place in Sao Paulo in the upcoming year,” said Walter Feldman, Secretary of Sports, Leisure and Recreation in Sao Paulo. “We understand that a sporting event such as this will contribute in a significant way to the promotion of the City of Sao Paulo as a big event organizer and will have a positive impact on the touristic activity of the city.”
Players from Brazil, across South America and around the world will have many opportunities to participate, either buying-in directly on-site or qualifying in live or online satellites. The easiest way to play the new LAPT events remains by winning a seat on www.PokerStars.net through freerolls awarding LAPT Sao Paolo Main Event packages starting January 5. Last year, Matthias Haberning, from Austria, won LAPT Florianopolis after qualifying online. 
“During Season 4 of the LAPT we will introduce new venues, such as Sao Paulo and Bogota, create two new National Poker Championship events, in Chile and Colombia, and start searching for the best player in the region through our new Player of the Year awards,” said LAPT President David Carrion. “These changes have been made as a result of extensive feedback during Season 3, and we are proud to be making many player-friendly improvements that will take the LAPT to new heights, with larger fields and richer prize pools.”

“The poker communities here in Latin America are just extraordinary, growing with such enthusiasm, excitement and passion for the spirit of competition – that it has to be seen to be believed;” said Carrion. “I hope poker players from around the world come to Sao Paolo to compete, and take time to enjoy the beauty, sights, flavours and people of Brazil – one of my favourite countries in the world.”
LAPT Player of the Year

The new LAPT Player of the Year awards will be a feature of Season 4, a dynamic way for the very best players across Latin America to earn recognition for their consistent excellent performances throughout the season. Results in all Main Events and most Side Events will be factored in, and there will be awards in several categories.  Full details will be available at www.lapt.com/awards/
There will also be a new live satellite structure, an even more player-friendly alternative of winning a seat to each Main Event. Details of the structure, along with all the venues, dates and buy-ins for season four will be available on the LAPT website as well as on the LAPT Facebook and Twitter pages.

"I am looking forward to the new season; bigger events, with more players and bigger prize pools is what all players look for,” said Team PokerStars Pro Nacho Barbero from Argentina, who won two events back-to-back in Season 3. “I am sure that next season will be a success, like the past one, and I am looking forward to competing for the Player of the Year award."

LAPT Season 4 Schedule 

	Event
	Date 
	Buy-in 

	Sao Paulo, Brazil
	February 16-20, 2011
	R$ 4,600 + 400

	Chile, Vina del Mar
	March 17-20, 2011 
	US $1,000 + 100

	Lima, Peru
	April 6-10, 2011
	US $2,300 + 200

	Rosario, Argentina
	June 1-5, 2011
	US $2,300 + 200

	Bogota, Colombia
	August 3-7, 2011
	US $1,000 + 100

	Grand Final
	TBC
	TBC


About www.pokerstars.net:
PokerStars.net is the world’s largest poker site, with more than 41 million members. It’s the first choice of the world’s top players, with more daily tournaments than anywhere else, and with the best security online.
Recent additions to the PokerStars family include PokerStars.fr, which operates in France under the French government license, as well as PokerStars.it, which operates in Italy under the Italian government license, and PokerStars.ee, which operates in Estonia under the Estonian government license.  
PokerStars.net is the official sponsor of some of the biggest live poker tournaments in the world, including the North American Poker Tour (NAPT), the Asia Pacific Poker Tour (APPT), the Latin American Poker Tour (LAPT), the Australia New Zealand Poker Tour (ANZPT), and the Russian Poker Series (RPS).
PokerStars.net is also home to a team of sponsored players known as Team PokerStars.net Pro. This elite group of players travel the world competing in international tournaments. For a complete list, visit the Team PokerStars.net Pro home page.
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